Importance of lymph node metastases in primary peritoneal carcinoma.
The incidence and significance of lymph node involvement in patients with primary peritoneal adenocarcinoma (PPA) are unknown. The aim of the current study is to report on the incidence and significance of clinically or surgically detectable lymphadenopathy in women with PPA. The study is a retrospective clinical review of patients with the confirmed diagnosis of PPA treated at Roswell Park Cancer Institute between 1982 and 1996. Patients with clinically or surgically detectable lymphadenopathy confirmed on histologic examination to be secondary to metastases from PPA were identified and compared to patients with negative lymph nodes with regard to clinicopathologic characteristics, treatment, response to treatment, and survival. Seventy-two patients with PPA were identified. Pelvic and periaortic lymph node biopsies or sampling were performed in 35% of the patients. In 8/72 patients (11%), lymphadenopathy was one of the presenting clinical or surgical findings. The clinicopathologic features, treatment, response to first-line chemotherapy, and estimated median overall survival were not different in patients with or without lymph node involvement (71.4% vs. 69.7%, P = 1.0, and 21.5 vs. 23.5 months, P = 0.14). Lymph node involvement is not an infrequent occurrence in patients with PPA and does not seem to be of adverse prognostic significance.